Epithelioid sarcoma associated with lung adenocarcinoma.
Epithelioid sarcoma is an uncommon soft tissue malignancy which is often misdiagnosed as necrobiotic granuloma or chronic inflammation. Many patients have local recurrence and distant metastasis because of its infiltrating growth. We report a 49-year-old Japanese man who had an ulcer with surrounding erythema on the left forearm after he sustained a bruise on this spot. His mother and father had died of rectal and bladder carcinoma, respectively, and he had also had a seminoma previously. Therefore, there was familial accumulation of malignancies. A skin biopsy revealed polygonal, plump, or spindle-shaped epithelioid cells and lymphocytes infiltrating through the dermis. Immunohistochemical studies showed positive staining for cytokeratins, epithelial membrane antigen, CD34 and vimentin and negative staining for desmin, CD68, HHF-35, 1A4 and p53. These clinical and histological features were diagnostic of epithelioid sarcoma. CT scans detected nodules in the right lung. A lung biopsy revealed that he had well-differentiated adenocarcinoma which expressed p53. Mutations in the TP53 gene were not searched for. We selected conservative treatment because the patient did not want surgical wide resection or amputation. Therefore, radiation, thermotherapy, application of 0.5% doxorubicin hydrochloride ointment and right lower lobectomy with lymph node dissection were performed. The size of the ulcer and the tumor invasion along the fasciae of muscles were decreased, however, metastasis of the epithelioid sarcoma was detected in the lymph node of the left axilla four years after the diagnosis.